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Present
Cllr Jac{utre Bell
Paul Thomas - Firsl Bus

Cheryl Fleming - First Bus

John Gorman - First Bus

Rps lowrie - Parent frorn Eabt Linton , -
Cllr Barry Tumer * Transport Spokesperson ELC

Apolory
Cifr paut Mcl-enna$ * Coupcil leader

Iseugs 
- aALA^l cr^x'ina rn mdtrr School-"";t 

East Liqton Schbol $ervice tofirsm Dunbar Grat

Mqior issues fran *ir"n at the tt"tt oitet* \4/ith chifd/.'g:l being left behirrd both in East

Linton and at,# il;;";;"*b;; uf o*ariotts. Initial problerh had been capacity on

til,"ou.hstyle'busesbuttherehadalsobeenbreakdowns.

Paul Thomas apologised for what had happened'

Duplicate buses now nur on the peqk school joumaY times'

A bUs inspector is now on the route to ensure ohildren get on tl" F1:t'.11 
case of break

doivn a spare bus is F4.rked wtthin East Lothiarr - nearer than the batkeittr Depot'

ln tuture years First will work with ELc stafftq separate 4" p*::t tffd:4 from East

LintgntoDunbar.Thiswillatto*^p,Jpu.uiioriforihenur.nbeiofpupilsrteedingtotravel.
This will jncrease again inzarl.d'ncJthenumber ofpupils is identifiedrirst witrl have a

meeting witf, tt " 
,"[ool and nnarew fnl.iefl* from Eli' A parent wouid be welcorne ts

attend.ihe earlier pl{ns are made the bptter'

^ . h --^ 'J!L-,^ :^

Duplicatp bgses will contimre ts run at the main tiqes' Also a Bendibus is to be ttialled'

This bllow*W,o iiO purr"ng.ru *ttilZseats' First are plannirrg to buy thom from an

Irish airport ni ir 
".prited 

th; 3 of drem will be used on the X45'

PaulThornaswiltralsodiscrtrsswiththeschoolandA4drewMcl-etlanabgutextendingthe
timing of the passes until 5.30 pm so that children daq attend aftcr school activities' At

present tfrOeuil"r *ttuntil 5 Uut tne hourly bus nnts after ttlat'

Itwasmentioqedthptpeoplecanregister{orun{atesontravelli*is:.:.9"laterunning
busesvia thu fitsii;t'website' Firs'-t are also to launch pnTwitter' ft wa+

suggested that if there are probtremg on the sehool rutl First cpuld contapt the scftool so

that texts dpuld be spnt to parerrts'



2) Brpalrdowns
There have been frequent breakdovrns on the X45 including 4 between 15th and 18th

August. On 18th August the bus had broken down on the dual calriageway just outside
Haddington. The radio ryas broken and the driver had had to use a pasdenge/s ntobile
phone to sumrhon help Luckily the next bus that came had beert a lotv loader as if it had
been coach style about 15 people would havo been left waiti4g for over an hour.

Paul Thomas apologised fot the breakdowns. He sppke ofsensor issues on porhe of the
Scanias. If thesp indieate a fault e.g. overheating the driver has to stop.

Irt case of breakdowns a bus is now kept within East Lothlan.

There have atso been problems with malfunctioning of Almex ticket machines. This is
being taken up with the manufacturer. They are to be upgr4ded. If the driver cannot use
his machine he can give hand written tickets until the supplyof these runs out. After that
passengers can travel free.

3) Accessibllity and Safety on Coaches
Thp steep steps are a difficulty for older pepple, people with disabilities and m{rms with
buggies. A number of people are unable to use the bus because they cannot get on.

Faul Thornas said that a different design of coach is being introduced (bought frorn
London) which is Slightly easidr to get op.

It is also intended to alternate coach and low access buses. New timetables will indicate
the tirqes whpn accessiblq low level buses are intended to run.

Also issue that the st'op buzzors are high up . Thus need to ptand up whilst the Coach is
moving to indicate warlting to get off. An issr+e for shorter people/children in particular

I-ittld to hang on to when doing this. Handrail for the lift is very wobbly on somo of the
coaches e.g. CV55 AGZ. Also at points.where passengers have to stand to get off e.g.

Leith Street, Waverly Station litnited places to hang on whilst the bus is in motion as seat

backs are eoft and no rul at luggage rapk heighr En$ineers will be spoken to t0 sde if
anything can be 4one.

4) 2s3
Concerns had bben raised by Innerwick residents and at East Latnmermulr Cgmmunity
Council about the reliability of this service although it was welcpmed as an additiorl to the 2
hourly Perryman.

Cheryl Flerning advised that only I bus had not gone th,rough Innerwick - that was due to a
breakdown.

There was an issue in thp early days of the route when a driver forgot to turn up to Inqerwick.
When passengers alerted him he had braked and beenhit by a lorry. Paul T[omas haA advised
that the driyer of this vehicle had been dealt with.



It was noted that ctlange IS GI-N 0n the 253 route only.

Tlre 253 will dease orr 30th September. It is hoped to run it again for summer 2012.

5) Cross East Lothian Conneetions
The X45 is timdtabled to arrive in Haddinglorr before the rdutes that go to Trar\ent drd
Mussefbtirgh. However, the X45 often arrives in Haddington qftef the conneption has left.
This is an i$stre for peoBle gqing to work, QMU 

"nd 
thp Jbb Centre ln Musselburgh. This

timelrcepine will be looked at,

There are also issues of connectivity wffi trains at Dunbar

6) Orchardfield East Linton
Sorqe buses are havirrg difficulty getting alortg this road due to parked vehlcles.
Paul Thomas advised that the ilratter has been.passed to the poliee. Vehiples are blocking
a registere{ bup route.

7) Customer Service
Cpnpems have beep raised about cqntactlng First Bus e.g.letters not being responded to,
vague infsrniation wherl oalling about isues.

Cheryl Fleprlog advised that the Customer Sbrvices section has been revprrped. Real
people are'available to spedk to 24 hours a day.

S) Future Meeting
First Staffdre tp meet {ryitt{ paul Mclennan'and Barry Turner.

Jacquie Bell
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